
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 19 October 2017] 

 p4931b-4932a 
Ms Cassandra Rowe; Ms Rita Saffioti 

 [1] 

FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — TRAIN STATION — REDCLIFFE 
Grievance 

MS C.M. ROWE (Belmont) [9.48 am]: My grievance on behalf of residents of Redcliffe and surrounding areas 
is to the Minister for Transport, Hon Rita Saffioti, MLA, regarding the naming of the local train station on the 
Forrestfield–Airport Link. I thank the minister for taking this grievance. As the minister knows, significant 
development is occurring in this pocket of Redcliffe, and I have raised a number of local concerns regarding the 
ongoing and substantial developments in the area, including residents’ wishes to revisit the naming of the train 
station. The local station will be a terrific asset for our area, benefiting our community and surrounding catchment 
areas by providing a bus and train interchange. It also includes the provision for residents to park at the station. 
When completed, it will be only a 15-minute journey to the Perth CBD by rail, and it will service future business 
and residential developments, proving a significant boost to the local economy in the long term.  

When the project was initially announced, the station was to be named Airport West. But then in early 2016, the 
then Liberal state government announced that the station name would be changed to Belmont. Many local residents 
were not enamoured with the name Airport West, but were further surprised and disappointed that the station 
would be renamed Belmont, despite being five kilometres from the centre of that suburb. Residents feel that there 
was very little or no consultation about the name change and that the name does not at all reflect the locality of the 
station. Having listened to my constituents, I firmly believe that there is broad local support for changing the 
station name. I use this opportunity to once again raise this issue directly with the minister and request a process 
of engagement with local residents to seek their opinion on the naming of the station. A great number of locals 
have contacted me since the election, lobbying for a name change that reflects the local area and its history, and 
I believe that this government should consider that, as the previous decisions were made with little input from the 
local community. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.51 am]: I thank the member for Belmont for that 
grievance about the name Belmont station for a station that is not in Belmont. Of course, it is an exciting project. 
The Forrestfield railway line is part of our Metronet plan and we are very excited with the progress on that project. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price): So am I. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I know, Mr Acting Speaker, you are very excited too. I can advise the member for Belmont 
that Grace the tunnel-boring machine is over 600 metres into its journey and Sandy the tunnel-boring machine 
either has started or is just about to start, so both tunnel-boring machines are on their way to Bayswater. The first 
stop, of course, is the international airport. 

I know the community, and particularly the community of Redcliffe, has had some concerns about the naming of 
the station. We also know that the City of Belmont and the state government are looking at that area as a significant 
transport-orientated development—a metro hub. Some planning work on that station precinct commenced a while 
ago. We are revisiting that with the City of Belmont to get housing outcomes. I do not think we fully appreciate 
yet how this precinct can be a great place for people to live. It will provide proximity to the city and good jobs in 
the airport district. The station precinct will be home to a lot of people and a really excellent place to live. For 
those people who want to stay there and those people who want to further develop their blocks, there will be 
enormous opportunities over many years to create a vibrant and active precinct. A lot of people will want to move 
there because of its proximity to amenities. As I said, it will have a world-class train station, the city centre, jobs, 
the airport—you name it. It is a very, very exciting project.  

The name of the station has always been an issue that has interested me; it is curious to name a station after the 
electorate and not the actual suburb. I know that the member for Belmont, the council and the community have 
raised concerns about the name of Belmont. The council has recommended that the name be changed. Upon 
hearing that advice, and talking to the member, the Public Transport Authority will be undertaking further 
consultation about the name change. In the next couple of days, it will release a survey that will invite comments 
and contributions about a preference for a name, be it Belmont or Redcliffe. We will use that information and look 
at what the City of Belmont has been doing for the station name and then get a final conclusion on that. I am sure 
that the member will participate in that program. The naming of stations is always a vexatious issue. But I think 
given that this station is in Redcliffe — 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: You could just call it Redcliffe station. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: You don’t have to waste money on a survey. 
Ms C.M. Rowe: It’s called engagement with the community. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We want the community to be involved.  
Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Members! Grievances will be heard without this sort of continual debate.  
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I know that the opposition does not enjoy genuine community engagement. When the former 
government changed the name of Esplanade station to Elizabeth Quay station, how much did that cost? It did it 
without consultation. This is about changing the name, potentially, at the right time, and not in three years, as the 
former government did with Elizabeth Quay. How much was spent on changing the station name to 
Elizabeth Quay? Was it about $400 000? It changed all the timetables and all the signage to do with the 
Elizabeth Quay station. Do not talk to me. This is about consultation with the community. 
[Interruption.] 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Maybe the opposition Whip should turn down the volume on her phone. That is someone from 
Elizabeth Quay station calling, “It wasn’t $700 000. How much was it?” This is about early genuine community 
consultation so we do not have to go back and change all the signs, all the maps and every internal sign on every 
train, just like the former government did when it changed Esplanade station to Elizabeth Quay for the political 
priority of calling it Elizabeth Quay. Do not talk to me about changing station names, because I have a good 
recollection of what the former government did. This is about genuine community consultation. I thank the 
member for Belmont for raising the grievance. I look forward to the interaction and talking to people. I know, 
again, that the opposition does not like to talk to the community because it might learn something, and I do not 
think the opposition enjoys that. I look forward to doing genuine community consultation and seeing how we go. 
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